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Spring Newsletter

The winter of 2010 brought historically significant amounts of snowfall to
this region and damage to trees and shrubs was extensive. The weight of the
heavy snow caused many trees to lose large branches and in extreme cases,
whole trees were uprooted. The most severely affected trees were evergreens
like White Pine, Arborvitae, Leyland Cypress, Southern Magnolia and Holly.
Similar damage occurred in shrubs like Boxwood, Holly and Juniper.

The presence of deep snow, in and of itself, was not dangerous to trees and
shrubs. Plants that did not suffer broken limbs faired well. But in most cases
where heavy snowfall caused physical damage to the tree, corrective
measures will be necessary.

It is difficult to restore an uprooted tree or shrub to a normal growing
condition after significant root damage has occurred. These trees and shrubs
should be evaluated on an individual basis to determine how best to proceed.
Broken and split branches should be removed and corrective pruning cuts
should be made to minimize the onset of decay. In cases where broken
branches have completely compromised the aesthetic value or structural
integrity of the tree or shrub, a complete removal should be considered.

While the winter was severe, many areas have completely recovered and very
little evidence from the historical event remains. Trees and shrubs that have
been pruned and had damage corrected will gradually fill in and replace the
missing foliage. Over time they will eventually regain a more uniform

appearance. Supplemental fertilization can be providi to encourage more

rapid growth and speed the process of replacing lo e.
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